CLOSE OF JAMES'S REIGN, 1625	ay
might serve in the future as precedents for the invasion of most
of the prerogatives of the Crown.1 The criticism Is just. The
commons' right to give advice on all subjects was substantially
new,a and if conceded would give them simultaneously an in-
direct control over the administration, for they would naturally
refuse supplies whenever their advice was not accepted, James
realized the logical consequences of their claims more clearly
than they did themselves, but he entirely failed to gauge the
strength of popular support the commons had at their backs
and particularly failed to perceive that his pursuance of a pro-
Spanish foreign policy was the surest way to alienate the sympa-
thy of the middle classes, so strongly represented in parliament.
Bad as the mistake was in choosing friendship with Spain,
and the Spanish match, as subjects for rebutting the pretensions
of the commons, James gave his case away by the grossest in-
consistency. After the failure of the long-drawn-out negotiations
with Spain, he summoned parliament and virtually handed
over the direction of foreign relations to the very body he had
so recently rebuked* In his opening speech (February 1624) he
said that full particulars of the negotiations would be given
members. When they had heard about the negotiations, *I shall
then entreat your good and sound advice, , , - Never a king
gave more trust to his subjects than to desire their advice in
matters of this weight'* Later he said that no man dying of
thirst longed for water more ardently than he desired a happy
conclusion to his parliament.3 On the whole his wish was grati-
fied, and he parted on better terms with the houses, now, than
on any previous occasion, for king and subjects were united
against Spain — although the union was achieved only after the
complete failure of a policy pursued consistently for a decade.
Moreover, judging by the course of events, the king's statecraft
had been wrong and popular prejudice right. It was perhaps
fortunate for his peace of mind that he died at the outbreak of
hostilities, for his reign ended, as it had begun, with England
at war with Spain,
Miserably as James had failed in his most cherished plan, he
 *	Acts of the Privy Council, ifat-ifag (1932), pp.
 *	OF. a message from the commoan to the lords in 1606, about naturalisation of
Scots; *Thcy hold it to be a matter of state, so as it is fitter to have beginning from
the upper house, that is better acquainted with matters of state*, (Lords'
ii. 483.)
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